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relief — a matter of which there has been no previous mention I 
The claims put forward in the protracted discussion between the Rath 
and the committee perhaps justify Dr. Kaser in saying that the rising 
was due to " a fundamentally democratic impulse " : it seems as if 
the insurgents were desirous to break down the oligarchic monopoly 
of office and to open the financial administration of the town to 
public inspection. But it is not easy to see what all this has to do 
with the contemporary dispute with the clergy. 

Dr. Kaser's work is full of promise. If, as I suppose, he was 
originally a pupil of Professor Lamprecht, he has made his way to a 
scientific independence from which much may be expected, and he 
has gone for himself to the original sources. His one danger is his 
style, which, like that of his master, is easy and flowing enough to 
serve only too readily as a cloak for vagueness of thought. 

Harvard University. W.J. ASHLEY. 

La Propria pay sanne. Par A. Souchon. Paris, 1899. — viii, 

258 pp. 
Das Landwirthschqftliche Genossenschaftswesen in Frankreich. Von 

Thaddaus Kudelka. Berlin, Puttkammer und Miihlbrecht, 1899. 

— vii, 178 pp. 

These two little books, taken together, afford a fairly comprehen- 
sive view of the agrarian situation in France. Both books treat 
largely of the legislation on their subjects, but chiefly with the pur- 
pose of bringing out the social and economic effects of legislation. 

In La Propriite paysanne M. Souchon has undertaken to discuss 
the much debated question of the relative social and economic value 
of large and small farms. Despite the wearisome controversies 
which have been waged over this question from the days of Arthur 
Young to the present, the author observes that the conditions of the 
problem have so changed, owing to the growth of democracy and, 
especially, of socialism, that a new treatise will find no temptation 
to follow old ruts. The book fully bears out the statement. The 
author defines the proprieti paysanne as that exploitation which is 
large enough to support the farmer and his family, on the double 
condition that they be not too numerous and that they devote all 
their activities to the farm. It is thus distinguished from the grande 
proprieti, which cannot be worked without regular recourse to hired 
labor, and the petite propriiti, which is insufficient to support the 
cultivator without additional earnings. The social advantages of 
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this form of holding are : that it tends to prevent the spread of 
socialism in the rural districts, that it prevents the return of aristoc- 
racy as well as of radical innovations, that it checks migration to the 
cities and raises the natural rate of increase of the population. On 
the economic advantages of peasant properties the author brings out 
the following new points : By the recent rapid growth of cooperation 
the small farmer is enabled to cut down the expenses of marketing 
and general expenses. Cooperation is also solving the problem of 
auxiliary industries, such as the manufacture of butter and cheese, 
wine and spirits. Small farms are also less devoted to grain raising, 
which suffers most from agricultural crises. 

M. Souchon's conclusions may be summed up as follows: The 
medium type of farm is the best. At present it constitutes a fair 
proportion of the number of farms in France, and is slowly but 
steadily increasing in numbers. Artificial attempts to create or 
increase this type in France and elsewhere have usually failed, and 
the best course is gradually to remove the restrictions and let eco- 
nomic forces have free play. His advocacy is certainly temperate 
and his presentation is clear. 

Dr. Kudelka's work supplements La Propriiti paysanne, by show- 
ing how the small farm can through cooperation still better hold its 
own with the large one and with foreign competition. The minute 
subdivision of estates in France has tended to narrow the intellectual 
capacity of the peasant, and is in itself unfavorable to the use of 
labor-saving machinery. It has, therefore, been directly and indi- 
rectly a check to successful competition with young and progressive 
agricultural countries. How far this difficulty can be overcome by 
cooperation is an important economic problem. 

The author of this excellent monograph has brought up to date 
the narrative of a movement which, on account of its phenomenally 
rapid growth, needs to be studied from the latest sources. The 
author seems to have made good use of the published material, and 
he has brought before the reader much valuable information. On 
the other hand, there is no evidence in the book that the author has 
personally observed the workings of the system among the rural 
.population of France, and for his critical estimates of its value he 
depends largely on the judgments of others. Chief among the 
writers whom he cites is Rocquigny, whose Coopiration de production 
dans Vagriculture is very valuable, although there has been much 
progress since the publication of the book three years ago. 

Dr. Kudelka's book is a discussion of the organization and 
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functions of the syndicats agricoles. These are organized under a 
law of 1884 ; and it is estimated that in 1898 there were two thousand 
syndicates, with a membership of about one million. The member- 
ship of the societies includes agricultural laborers and landowners, 
great and small. The activities of the syndicates are too numerous 
to mention. They include the cooperative buying of agricultural sup- 
plies and the sale of agricultural products ; cooperative production, 
including common ownership of implements, breeding animals, 
creameries, cheese factories, etc. ; cooperative insurance, especially 
of live stock, and insurance against fire, hail, accidents, sickness and 
old age ; establishment of relief funds and of savings and loan asso- 
ciations ; promotion of agricultural education ; political agitation, 
resulting in lower taxes on farm land and a higher protective tariff 
for agriculture ; settlement of disputes by arbitration ; unification of 
interests of the agricultural classes and opposition to the socialist 
propaganda. One of the newest and most promising undertakings 
is the formation of credit associations, in the syndicates modelled 
after the Raiffeisen loan banks in Germany. The author concludes 
that the syndicates, especially by means of cooperative buying and 
production, enable the small holders to participate in the advantages 
of farming on a large scale, without giving up the peculiar advantages 
of small farming. 

This volume is of especial interest to American readers, since it 
was the early growth of our Farmers' Alliance that first suggested 
the syndicats agricoles. The cooperative attempts of the Farmers' 
Alliance failed, but our cooperative creameries, cheese factories and 
insurance societies have been a permanent success. Other forms 
are now developing ; and, as the tendency is now toward small farms, 
and as at the same time more expensive appliances are coming into 
use, it is likely that the sphere of cooperation will increase. 

Columbia University. C. E. Prevey. 

Landmarks in English Industrial History. By George Town- 
send Warner. London, Blackie & Son ; New York, The Mac- 
millan Company, 1899. — 360 pp. 

The greatest problem which the chronicler of the economic or 
industrial history of a country has to solve is that of continuity. 
How can he give a continuous narrative, similar to that which is pos- 
sible in considering political or most other aspects of history, when 
his material is not events but institutions, not occurrences which can 



